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§219.18

(iv) Areas designated by Congress for
wilderness study, administrative pro-
posals pending before Congress, and
other legislative proposals pending
which have been endorsed by the Presi-
dent.

(2) For each area subject to evalua-
tion under paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion, the determination of the signifi-
cant resource issues, which in turn af-
fect the detail and scope of evaluation
required by the Forest Service, shall be
developed with public participation. As
a minimum, the evaluation shall in-
clude consideration of:

(i) The values of the area as wilder-
ness;

(ii) The values foregone and effects
on management of adjacent lands as a
consequence of wilderness designation;

(iii) Feasibility of management as
wilderness, in respect to size, noncon-
forming use, land ownership patterns,
and existing contractual agreements or
statutory rights;

(iv) Proximity to other designated
wilderness and relative contribution to
the National Wilderness Preservation
System; and

(v) The anticipated long-term
changes in plant and animal species di-
versity, including the diversity of nat-
ural plant and animal communities of
the forest planning area and the effects
of such changes on the values for which
wilderness areas were created.

[47 FR 43037, Sept. 30, 1982, as amended at 48
FR 40383, Sept. 7, 1983]

§219.18 Wilderness management.

Forest planning shall provide direc-
tion for the management of designated
wilderness and primitive areas in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 36 CFR
part 293. In particular, plans shall—

(a) Provide for limiting and distrib-
uting visitor use of specific areas in ac-
cord with periodic estimates of the
maximum levels of use that allow nat-
ural processes to operate freely and
that do not impair the values for which
wilderness areas were created; and

(b) Evaluate the extent to which
wildfire, insect, and disease control
measures may be desirable for protec-
tion of either the wilderness or adja-
cent areas and provide for such meas-
ures when appropriate.
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§219.19 Fish and wildlife resource.

Fish and wildlife habitat shall be
managed to maintain viable popu-
lations of existing native and desired
non-native vertebrate species in the
planning area. For planning purposes, a
viable population shall be regarded as
one which has the estimated numbers
and distribution of reproductive indi-
viduals to insure its continued exist-
ence is well distributed in the planning
area. In order to insure that viable pop-
ulations will be maintained, habitat
must be provided to support, at least, a
minimum number of reproductive indi-
viduals and that habitat must be well
distributed so that those individuals
can interact with others in the plan-
ning area.

(a) Each alternative shall establish
objectives for the maintenance and im-
provement of habitat for management
indicator species selected under para-
graph (g)(1) of this section, to the de-
gree consistent with overall multiple
use objectives of the alternative. To
meet this goal, management planning
for the fish and wildlife resource shall
meet the requirements set forth in
paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(7) of this
section.

(1) In order to estimate the effects of
each alternative on fish and wildlife
populations, certain vertebrate and/or
invertebrate species present in the area
shall be identified and selected as man-
agement indicator species and the rea-
sons for their selection will be stated.
These species shall be selected because
their population changes are believed
to indicate the effects of management
activities. In the selection of manage-
ment indicator species, the following
categories shall be represented where
appropriate: Endangered and threat-
ened plant and animal species identi-
fied on State and Federal lists for the
planning area; species with special
habitat needs that may be influenced
significantly by planned management
programs; species commonly hunted,
fished, or trapped; non-game species of
special interest; and additional plant
or animal species selected because
their population changes are believed
to indicate the effects of management
activities on other species of selected
major biological communities or on
water quality. On the basis of available
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